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You seem to suggest that this should be restricted to paedophiles. But what about child 
murderers? Those who only kill children rather than abuse them. Surely their crime is 
even worse? Put them up against the wall as well? But then what age constitutes the cut 
off point for the definition of a 'child' murder - the legal one of 16? Do we then decide 
that the murder of a 16 year old is more heinous than that of a 17 year old? That 
doesn't make much sense. Why not kill all murderers then and make things clear cut? A 
life for a life. That seems neat and tidy. Okay, but what about 'freedom fighters' or self-
styled soldiers fighting a war? Are they murderers? What if they are fighting against an 
oppressive government like Nazi Germany? Would you consider the state execution of 
these people to be just? Probably not. 
 
All I'm saying here is that life is never black and white. Despite what some people seem 
to think, life is a grey ethical sludge through which all of us have to trudge to find some 
semblance of justice. In getting there we have to ensure that the way we deal with 
paedophiles and murderers doesn't corrupt us and our society. I think the death penalty 
does just that. It undercuts our moral and ethical base. If you don't believe me just look 
at photographs of someone who has been fried in the electric chair and then tell me you 
still have respect for the people and government who did it. I certainly don't. 
 
The way a society conducts the business of justice is a good indication of the maturity 
and health of that society. A society which puts people to death to satisfy a lust for 
retribution is, in my mind, immature and dangerously unhealthy.   
 
And we should know, we live in one. 
 
Mark 
 

***** 
 

More replies to the last issue, most of them a lot less involved than this will be posted 
later this week. Yes, two issues this week as I try to catch up on my schedule before I 
actually get married. More of my responses, and you other comments as well as some 
wedding stuff. 
 
See you sooner than you think. 
 
Tommy. 
 
 

This is being distributed to a whole bunch of friends on the net, if you received this and would NOT like to be 
on the mailing list please accept my apologies for this intrusion and let me know so that you will not be 
bothered by further ramblings. If you know someone who would like to be on the mailing drop me a line. 
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